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Basis of the report 



1. 



With regard to the language, this report is based on: 

the international application in the language in which it was filed 



El 



a translation of the international application into 

which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1(b)) 

publication of the international application (Rule 12.4(a)) 

international preliminary examination (Rules 55.2(a) and/or 55.3(a)) 
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4. 



□ 
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the description: 

pages 1-6 

pages* 

pages* 

the claims: 

pages 

pages* 
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received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



as originally filed/furnished 



as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



pages* 7 , 8 



pages 1 



received by this Authority on 23-12-2005 
received by this Authority on 



the drawings: 

pages 1 

pages* 

pages* 



as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-5 



1-5 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Documents cited in the International Search Report 



Dl: JP 6329025 A 
D2: JP 5131933 A 
D3: US 5090731 A 
D4: US 5002306 A 
D5: US 4638131 A 

The cited documents represent the general state of the art . 
The invention defined in claims 1-5 is not disclosed by any of 
these documents. 

The cited prior art does not give any indication that would 
lead a person skilled in the art to the claimed vehicle 
steering wheel. Therefore, the claimed invention is not 
obvious to a person skilled in the art. 



Accordingly, the invention defined in claims 1-5 
is considered to involve an inventive step. The 
industrially applicable. 



is novel and 
invention is 
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1. A vehicle steering wheel (1) comprising a rim (2), a signal cap (3) and two upper and 
two lower spokes (4, 5) extending between the rim (2) and the signal cap (3), the upper 
spokes (4) extending along the horizontal symmetry axis (H-H) of the steering wheel (1) 
towards its centre, characterized in that the two lower spokes (5) are graspable, that the 
lower spokes (5) extend from positions around the rim (2) so that points P 2 that are in 
line with the upper edge of the respective lower spokes (5) on the outer surface of the rim 
are located between 30° and 60° below the horizontal symmetry axis (H-H) on either side 
of the vertical symmetry axis (V-V) of the steering wheel (1), and that the upper edge of 
the lower spokes (5), which is in line with the respective points Pi, P 2 form an angle (P) of 
between 62° and 82° with the vertical symmetry axis (V-V) of the steering wheel (1) and 
in that a multifunctional switch module (6) with thumb-operated control buttons (7) for 
remote actuation of specific vehicle functions is located symmetrically between the two 
lower spokes (5) beneath the signal cap (3), wherein the driver can operate the module 
while grasping the lower spokes. 

2. The steering wheel according to claim 1, characterized in that the two points Pi,P2 are 
situated 40° below the horizontal symmetry axis (H-H) on either side of the vertical 
symmetry axis (V-V) of the steering wheel (1). 

3. The steering wheel according to claim 1 or 2, characterized in that the angle (p) from 
the vertical symmetry axis (V-V) of the steering wheel to the respective points Pi, P 2 (1) 
are between 67° and 77°. 

4. The steering wheel according to claim 3, characterized in that the angle (P) is 72°. 
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5. The steering wheel according to any of claims 1-4, characterized in that the lower 
spokes (5) are separated from the upper spokes (4) by spaces (8) for receiving a driver's 
elbows. 
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